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Message Text 


FOR: PGM/P, VOA/PL, AR 
E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION TO RENEWED US ASSISTANCE TO NICARAGUA 


1. WASHINGTON POST STORY OF MAY 15 PICKED-UP AND QUOTED 
BY INTERNATIONAL WIRE SERVICES PLAYED ON FRONT PAGES OF 
NICARAGUAN NEWSPAPERS ON I7TH. SOMOZA EAMILY OWNED 
NOVEDADES HEADLINED "U.S. FREES AID TO NICARAGUA". OPPOSITION 
DAILY LA PRENSA HEADLINES WERE "BLACKMAIL AND 
DUALITY WITH UNITED STATES LOAN" QUOTING POST STORY. 

LEON PROVINCIAL DAILY EL CENTROAMERICANO FRONT PAGE STORY 
QUOTED A VOICE OF AMERICA BROADCAST "NO 
MILITARY AID 

OF 12 MILLION TO NICARAGUA". 


2. ADDITIONAL STORIES, EDITORIALS AND COMMENTARY FOLLOWED 
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK. MAY I8TH LA PRENSA EDIORIAL 
POINTED OUT WITH A PRELIMINARY SERIES OF "EVENTHOUGHS" 
THAT THEY WERE FAMILIAR WITH THE RATIONALE FOR RE- 
LEASING THE FUNDS BUT STRONGLY CRITICIZED THE U.S. 

SAYING THAT AS IN PAST INSTANCES THE LOANS IN THE 
HANDS OF THE DICTATORSHIP WOULD BENEEIT ONLY THOSE 
IN POWER. "EVENTHOUGH" THE LOAN IS MINIMAL COMPARED 
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TO THE FLOOD OF DOLLARS TO THE DICTATOR BEEORE THE 
ADVENT OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION.. ."EVENTHOUGH" 
THE DEPARTMENT OE STATE SAYS THIS DOES NOT SIGNIEY 
A CHANGE IN THE CONDITIONS OF AID TO NICARAGUA"... 
"EVENTHOUGH" IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT MILITARY ASSISANCE 
IS FROZEN, AND DESPITE THE REALIZATION THAT THE PEOPLE 
ARE MALMOURISHED AND WITHOUT ACCESS TO EDUCATION 
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AND NEED INTERNATIONAL AID TO MITIGATE THEIR CONDITION, 
IN THE STRICTIST MEANING AND GIVEN THE POLITICAL ERAME 
OF THE DICTATORSHIP, WHATEVER LOAN, AID OR SALE OF WAR 
MATERIAL IS AN INTERVENTION AGAINST THE BATTLE THE 
NICARAGUAN PEOPLE HAVE UNDERTAKEN AND (THE LOAN) 
FAVORS TIRANY. 

LA3. LA PRENSA ON SAME DAY RAN FRONT PAGE STORY RE- 
PORTING COMMENT OE DR. CORDOVA RIVAS, PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNION FOR DEMOCRATIC LIBERATION (UDEL) THAT 
BECAUSE NOW SOMOZA FEELS HE IS BACKED-UP BY THE U.S. 
HAD ORDERED THE NATIONAL GUARD TO TAKE "BRUTAL 
REPRISALS" AGAINST STRIKING STUDENTS; THAT THE 
PEOPLE IN THE DEPARTMENT OE STATE AND THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY ARE THE DIRECTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
WHATEVER STUDENT MASSACRE MAY OCCUR SINCE THE 
NEW CREDITS "DRUGGED THE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY". 

4. NOVEDADES EDITORIAL OF 19TH WAS ENTITLED "THE 
U.S. DOES JUSTICE TO THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA". 

ITEM. FITZGERALD 
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